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the world. And where, instead of being di-
vided by all these differences that make up
the American people, we are united by them
and our respect for our diversity and our
shared values. It all begins, in a fundamental
way, with preserving what God has given us,
and there has been no richer gift than the
Presidio. I’ll do my part, and I want you to
keep doing yours.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:25 p.m. at Crissy
Field. In his remarks, he referred to Robert Chan-
dler, National Park Service project manager, the
Presidio; Brian O’Neill, superintendent, Golden
Gate National Recreation Area; Mayor Willie
Brown of San Francisco, CA; and James R. Har-
vey, former chief executive officer, Transamerica,
and former chairman, Presidio Council, Golden
Gate National Park Association. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks to the Community in San
Diego, California
June 10, 1996

Thank you so much. Thank you, Chief
Emerson, Sheriff Kolender, District Attorney
Phingst. Chief Sanders, thank you very much
for the tour of your activities this morning
and your statements. Thank you, Congress-
man Filner. Thank you, Madame Attorney
General for all the great work you do. I’d
like to also say a word of appreciation for
some others who are here who have not spo-
ken today: our United States Attorney, Alan
Bersin; the Immigration and Naturalization
Commissioner, Doris Meissner; the person
who was very active in helping me pass the
crime bill which put these police officers on
our streets, former Congresswoman Lynn
Schenk, I’m delighted to see you here.

I want to thank all the officers who are
here from the Customs, the Border Patrol,
Immigration, from Chula Vista, from San
Diego. I especially want to thank these uni-
formed officers who give their lives to make
our lives safer and all the community citizens’
groups who work with them. Thank you all
very much.

Ladies and gentlemen, when I came to
California and to San Diego 4 years ago and

I listened and attempted to learn what was
going on here, I saw an enormous amount
of potential and a lot of stress. Mostly what
people talked to me about then were two
problems, the economy and the problem of
crime and illegal immigration. I spent a lot
of time here 4 years ago and had the oppor-
tunity to come back often since. If you’ll for-
give me just one personal note, this is the
first time I’ve come back to San Diego since
the death of my friend Larry Lawrence, who
served this country so well as our Ambas-
sador to Switzerland, and I miss him now,
coming back here, and I want to thank him
for what he did for me here. Anyway, what
we tried to do was to develop a serious ap-
proach, to work with you, to help you seize
control of your destiny, and to help you do
more of what you were already inclined to
do.

On the economy, I’d like to make just a
couple of comments. Because we’re building
two new ships for our national defense, the
San Diego shipyards are busy, securing an-
other 4,000 jobs until the year 2000. I think
that’s a good and positive step. Because in
1993 and 1994 the Congress agreed to invest
in defense conversion, in high technology re-
search and development and new environ-
mental technologies and biotechnology, jobs
are being created here that have a real future
to grow in number and to strengthen and
diversify the economy of this area. Because
we’ve started work on a new sewage treat-
ment plant and we’re proposing to step up
our sand reclamation efforts, thanks in no
small measure to the relentless efforts of
Congressman Filner, we’re ensuring that the
San Diego beaches will be enjoyed by chil-
dren and their children for generations to
come.

But we all know that America has had,
building over years and years and years, a
serious problem of illegal immigration which
has aggravated the crime problem along our
borders. The Attorney General talked about
some of the progress we’ve made. She gave
me a report today which reviews where we
are and what we’ve done. So as we have
worked hard to bring the crime rate down
all over America, we’ve made special efforts
in our border communities, because we know
that we have special responsibilities there.
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Immigration laws are national laws, not State
laws. They have to be enforced. And the con-
sequences of their enforcement or their fail-
ure to be enforced have to be borne primarily
by the National Government. I have done
what I could to get more money into Califor-
nia in very difficult fiscal circumstances in
Washington to help you deal with the costs
of illegal immigration—more than ever be-
fore—and I will continue to work on that.

But the most important thing is we have
to be able to work together to prove that we
can do better. I agreed with what the district
attorney said when he said there’s a dif-
ference in being a safer community and a
safe community. I agreed with what the sher-
iff said when he said that we’d never fully
solve this problem until both the United
States and our friends in Mexico are working
together in a long-term and consistent way.

But think about how far we have come in
the last 31⁄2 years. Three and a half years ago,
many people believed that these problems
were totally intractable, that drugs would al-
ways flow freely, that illegal immigration
would always be rampant, that criminal im-
migrants deported for crimes they commit-
ted here in America would return the very
next day to commit crimes again.

For a lot of years people in public life at
election time talked tough about immigra-
tion, but didn’t do much about it. We tried
to change that. We tried to substitute deeds
for words. It’s a pretty good practice in a
lot of areas of life, and I think it’s worked
pretty well here. Our message has been sim-
ple: We will work with you to give you the
tools you need to patrol your streets, protect
your children, secure our common border.
And you have to do what you can to help
the police to bring the crime rate down and
make your community safe.

Well, you heard what the prosecutor said:
San Diego has the 5th lowest crime rate in
the country of the 75 biggest urban areas.
I actually believe when the numbers come
out this year, you’ll be even lower than that.
And it’s a great tribute to the work that you
have done together.

Let me say, again, while the job is far from
over—and we have a lot of work to do—the
report I got from the Justice Department
makes clear that we have begun to turn bor-

der communities under siege into commu-
nities where law and order and safety and
security are once again the order of the day.
I want to say too, again, I’m glad that we’re
working to put 100,000 police officers on the
streets of America, that we’re putting com-
munity policing in every community in the
country that’s willing to receive it. But what
really makes it work are law enforcement of-
ficers committed to it and citizens’ groups
working on it.

Today I had a very impressive briefing
from people involved in the San Diego citi-
zens’ patrol in the Safe Streets Now program.
They are also helping your communities to
be safer. The RSVP program is helping your
community to be safer. So I ask you, don’t
stop now. We need more citizens working
with more police officers until crime is the
exception, not the rule. When you’re sur-
prised when you hear about a crime, then
you’ll know you’ve got a safe community. And
you need to continue to do it.

The second thing we’re doing is to put
criminals behind bars. And after they serve
their time, if they don’t belong here in the
first place, they’re being deported. The crime
bill gave us the weapons we need to do things
that had not been done before to deal with
the problems of criminal activities by illegal
immigrants. As of January of last year, we
have arrested more than 1,700 criminal aliens
and prosecuted them on Federal felony
charges because they returned to America
after having been deported in the first place.
We are changing the policy of this country
on that problem.

We are also making strides in getting con-
trol of our border. We’ve added Border Pa-
trol agents, in San Diego alone, increasing
by 762 the number of agents who are work-
ing for you by the end of this year. In El
Paso, our border guards stand so close to-
gether, they can actually all see each other.
[Laughter]

Here in San Diego, control has been taken
back of Imperial Beach from the criminals
and the illegals. We deployed underground
sensors, infrared night scopes, encrypted ra-
dios. We built miles of new fences, installed
thousands of watts of new lighting. There is
more to do. I heard what was said earlier
about the threats facing San Diego residents
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in East County, particularly with the onset
of the fire season. Today I have asked the
Secretary of Agriculture, Dan Glickman, to
send 20 more law enforcement officers to
Cleveland National Forest, and they will be
there by the close of business today.

Let me say one final word of appreciation
here to the cooperation between the Federal,
State, and local law enforcement officials.
What they have done here today, over the
last several months—I mean it ought to be
something that we all take for granted. It
ought to be the rule in every jurisdiction in
America. It’s a shame that it’s rare, but it
is rare. And we can be grateful that here
there is one American law enforcement
team. And I tell you, that’s what we’re trying
to create for all the citizens of the United
States, wherever they live, and I am very
proud of what they’ve done. They’ve put
aside politics and put the people of this com-
munity first, their safety first, their future
first.

That’s why there has been an 84 percent
increase in felony drug prosecutions in 1
year. That’s why murders and robberies and
car thefts have dropped so much, because
they’re all working together and working for
you, instead of protecting their turf and play-
ing politics. And I say, God bless them, we
need more like them all over this country.

Let me just say one other thing that affects
Americans a long way from you, but I bet
you’ve all identified with them in the past
few months. Even as we crack down on ille-
gal immigration and do more than has ever
been done before on that, we must never
forget that we are all a nation of immigrants
and, except for the Native Americans, we all
came from somewhere else. I say that to
make this point: Our incredible diversity is
a source of our rich potential as we move
into this global society. Anybody who is will-
ing to work hard, obey the law, respect their
neighbors, and follow the values inherent in
the Constitution ought to have a chance in
America, and that ought to be the rule here.

And because we’re people and because
we’re imperfect, the country will always have
problems. There will never be a time when
there will be no problems. But we really fall
into a dangerous trap when we start blaming

our problems on other people just because
they are different from us.

I say that because even though I’m a long
way from there, my heart has been in my
native South for the last several weeks as we
have dealt with this incredible rash of church
burnings. That’s just another way of people
finding a way—trying to blame somebody
else or put down somebody else or put dis-
tance between them and someone else in a
totally dehumanizing way, forgetting that ev-
erybody should be treated equally before the
law, in the eyes of our fellow Americans, just
as we are before God Almighty. And to burn
a church is a terrible thing. Just 2 days ago,
I reported to the American people about
what we were doing to deal with the church
bombings. And then barely a day later yet
another congregation, this one in Greenville,
Texas, found its church in flames. We have
got to stop these things. We do have a team
of Federal, State, and local law enforcement
officials working overtime to investigate
these crimes.

Just this morning, Federal investigators
made an arrest for the burning of the church
in Charlotte, North Carolina, last Thursday.
And I do want you to know that for all the
partisan fights you hear about in Washington,
there is a bipartisan bill before the Congress,
sponsored by a Democrat from Michigan,
John Conyers, and a Republican from Illi-
nois, Henry Hyde, to make it easier to pros-
ecute anyone who attacks any house of wor-
ship, of any religious faith, of any race in
America, and I urge Congress to pass it with-
out delay.

We need to come together as one America
to rebuild our churches, restore hope, and
show the forces of hatred they cannot win,
just as we need to come together as one
America to say we are a nation of immigrants
and we’re a nation of laws. If you want to
be in our country, you should be here law-
fully. We will protect our people. We will
enforce our laws. We will secure our future.
And we will do it together.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:56 a.m. at police
headquarters. In his remarks, he referred to San
Diego Police Chief Jerry Sanders; Chula Vista Po-
lice Chief Richard Emerson; Sheriff William

VerDate 28-OCT-97 09:16 Jan 06, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P24JN4.010 p24jn4



1029Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / June 10

Kolender of San Diego County; and District At-
torney Paul Phingst.

Remarks to the Saxophone Club in
Culver City, California
June 10, 1996

The President. Thank you very much.
Audience members. Four more years!

Four more years! Four more years!
The President. Thank you. First of all, let

me say a special thank you to Don Fowler,
the chairman of the Democratic Party, for
coming out here to California with me.
Thank you, Don. I want to thank Alec Bald-
win for his years of support and for his won-
derful, loyal devotion to this country. You
know, I heard Alec up here giving this
speech, and I thought, if he ever gets tired
of making movies, he’d be a pretty good can-
didate, wouldn’t he? [Laughter] He did well.
I want to thank Joe Walsh and his band. And
since he played ‘‘Rocky Mountain Way’’—
you may not know that since you’ve been in
here, Colorado won the Stanley Cup, the
hockey championship tonight, so I thought
that was good. I want to thank John Fogerty
for all of his music and everything he’s done
over the years. Thank you, John. I thank my
good friend Whoopi Goldberg for being here
earlier. She had to leave, but I know she was
great and did a great job for you.

And let me thank all of you who have been
part of the Saxophone Club, especially the
people who have been working on it. There
are people here who have been working on
this idea of the Saxophone Club for years
now. And the whole idea was we would find
a way for Americans who maybe didn’t have
a lot of money to participate, to contribute,
to be a part of our political campaign and
our movement to change America, beginning
back in 1992, especially younger Americans.

And as I look out at you tonight, I know
you’ve been having a good time, and we
ought to spend most of our time just sort
of listening to music and chanting, ‘‘Four
more years!’’ It’s been a hard week. I like
hearing that. [Laughter] But I’d like for you
to think just for a couple of minutes about
what this election is about, because most of
you are considerably younger than I am, and
most of you, therefore, have a much bigger

stake in the consequences of the election in
the future than I do. And I want you to think
about it.

When I was out here shaking hands during
the music, one young woman over here said,
‘‘Take care of us, Mr. President.’’ And I said,
‘‘I’m sure trying to do that.’’ And I am. But
what does that mean? What does that mean?
If you think about all the things that are going
on in our country today and in our world,
all these incredible changes, most of them
are working out pretty well for most of you.
The future is going to be a time when there
will be more different things for people to
do to live out their dreams than at any point
in human history.

And if we do the right things in America,
the best days of this country are still ahead
of us, because there’s no country in the world
that is capable of creating opportunity for so
many people; no country in the world as ca-
pable of bringing together so many different
peoples across all the racial and ethnic and
religious and other lines that divide us, into
a common family; no nation in the world so
capable of leading the world toward greater
peace and freedom and human dignity and
prosperity. And that’s really what this elec-
tion is all about.

You are lucky enough to be living through
the period of greatest change that our coun-
try has experienced in the way we work, the
way we live, and the way we relate to the
rest of the world in 100 years, since we’ve
moved from farm to factory and from the
country to the city. Now we’re moving from
a national economy and the cold war to a
global village, away from an industrial age
to one dominated by information, tech-
nology, computers. Bill Gates, the great com-
puter genius, says that the microchip has
launched the greatest revolution in commu-
nication not in 100 years but in 500 years.
That’s what all of you have inherited. And
we have to decide what we’re going to do
with it. And that’s what this whole debate
is about.

I believe the purpose of my office and your
Government is to, first and foremost, create
opportunity for everybody; to give every per-
son, without regard to where they start in
life, a chance to live out their dreams. I be-
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